Palliative care: a promising philosophical framework for gastroenterology.
Since the 1970s, much has happened to establish palliative care asa health philosophy that will enrich the practice of gastroenterology;conversely, developments in gastroenterology have already improved palliative care. Several recent concepts from the field of gastroenterology such as "the second brain" and "intestinal failure" fit well within the conceptual framework of palliative care. This type of synergy will ultimately encourage the application of this philosophy to a much broader spectrum of patients than those deemed to be at "end of life." This broader spectrum of care can be described as palliative gastroenterology.